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&% “Whenitcomes tostocking the display gardens at Die Hessenhofin

=2 the Netherlands. the owners are spoilt for choice — they grow
6000 outstanding perennials at their specialist nursery
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some of the mufsery’s speciEites
Ircluding halantume, gerdni
“tliabor < and p-:r:carus'.’:‘ i
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MAME Kwelkerl] D' Hassenhod.
‘WHAT Display garden and test
beds for specialist nursery.
WHERE Central Metherlands.
S[FE 1.5 acres.

CLIMATE Typical north European
climate with col dampwinters.
SOIL Sandy clay.

dutch nursery garden

he Dutch nursery Industry has a reputation for large-

sale commerchl productivity, biit {f you visit the Nethedands,
vt will fimd manmy smal] spectalist niirseries catering for
enthisiasts. Die Hessenhof is ane of the best, a place where the
gardener will be lost for hours, thedr lecation among stock beds
and display garden marked by whoops of joy or surprise. Hans
Krammer and his wife Miranda have 2 garden md numsery with
an ectraordinary range of gocd plants, many of which are not
avallable elsewhere. They rum it with the kind of efficient
professiomatism for which Dutch nurseres am enowned

Hare started early, as he recalls: “There wsed to be an old
man in the neighbourheod who grew herbs for homeopathy:
I had a Saturday job with hirn a5 2 teerager and it opened a
whle nevrworld to me. He told me everything about the
phnta, 1T learnt 2 Latin name,  cowld take a plece of the plant
heome?” Lepving schoclat 16 to study horticulture should have
v T surprise to amone who knew him, but his decision to
set up onhis own a8 a nurseryman at the age of just 19 was a
beald ome “That was tn 1981, he recalls. °T grew a small
petermilal assortment bt also thens was a fashion for heathers
and sa [ grew them too, and herbs ™ What British gandeners
recognise as plantierarship’ deardy took i eardy hold, as Hars
recalls that “Hght from the baginning I was adventurowus and
gt seeds from: botanical garden ssed echanges™

Planthunting trips
A holiday in 1982 tock Hans to Bngland whene he vistied Great
Diixcter, the garden of the late Christopher Llopd. "Tbought the
wild form of Pl paniodisg snd 2 Cemass hemdeffolia ™ He
ako met Bizabeth Sorangman, enowned for her passion for
spring-flovering woodland plants, who ran Washifield Mursery
Iin Kent. 8he and Hars went plant hunting in sastern Burope
severa] times in the 19908, Since then, Hmshas made
occisloml collecting trips, indading a recent one to Bosnka.
The four-acre mersery site incudes around &:000 species
ard cultvars of phnts, of which Hans snys®we usually hawe
arotind 2,500 avalable. We do not buy amything in, so
everything is hardy here 1 grow mostly spacies rather than
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dutch nursery garden

Creative clash Black and white

1Halarvm Fedfrmy ' has fowsrsin deap edwith almost bk cones. 2 Hefenten ‘Mian Ruys' grows to90cm nheight, and has oranga flowsrs, witha org 1% sl urnamed salection of my black kafod Actass smplar breeding programma " says Hans of aplantthat & only one matre tal 1= pract by dwarf among
fowaring paried starting inJuly. 24 gapansus Buignon k= shown off by tha oranga and red hekeriume behind. 44 haze of pink Astranga cultvars in tha front thosametshure-lring el parennials. 2 To tha nght, and picking up tha palo thame, is bscangbus shang's ‘Bath Chatte] tha brst miscanthus obs ramod by tha
reminds usof thair lorg-fowsring soason, startingin June and coming be aclosa as theso agapanthus come to their posk. wataran Gorman breader Ernst Pagels (19013- 2007 )

Trial of seedlings Firework display

“This phetegraphw s taken Inthe back of cur trial fleld of seedings and hybrids,” sars Hars. The blue of theagapanthus and agastachs hybrid saedlings provide Tha bz ofthe agaparthes contrast with the scadetof croccsmia - bothiplarts grow happly ot the rurssny although they criginated in South Africa

wasks of mid 1o late summer colour. Form s provided by the flowsrs of the Eoviraces contrasting with the w hite Bers'carfa, whesa flowers appear todance through 1At the badk of the borderis an unramed Evpatonvm fsidcom sseding. 2 0ange Hefenvm MisnRuys' and X "Red Army” grow iogether comtirung the bleforangs
tha ar: LAgzstache ybnd seedings. 2 Rersicara amplaicacts ‘Albs’. 3 Edwnaces purporsa sakcted sesdings. 4 4gapantius hybnd ssadlings. trams of complamantzry colours. 24 Rpanthus Septamberbormel. 44 ganonds Deves! 54, Bvignon, inpak blis. & Croosia x ooooamifora Zeal Tar
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- hybeids or cultivars” There are exceptions, hellebores and Arnorg the test and
agapanthus for exarngpde, but on the whle visttons find thevast e el

majority of the plants to be identical to those growing in the wild. greel gararvwath
Hans has ahways incliasded hortioltiore students in his wordoace; plants that
ane of them, Mirands, came as a student and “stayed fir eve” he drought-tokerank
says — they wene married In 1959, "We employ about five people
during the growing season. We start from the beginning in
everything andwe do it all oursaves, jusk as it should be”
Ky o thedr suiovess rongst e in Hams and Miranda approach
to compost making, °T wse leaf mould to make compost, and Fve
dome so for 25 yeara It B a co-operation with the bocal councll. ..
we get leawes from chunchyards and residential streets and compost
themn. Far potting, we combine two- md threeyear-old keaf
mould, which is tobacco-like in texture, and we wse only organic
fertiliser, some additional purnice and bark, but It 1s &5 per cent.
leves™ This mbx seems to avold the ‘nitrogen robbery which
afflicts plants grown in many commerdal peat-fiee compasts.
Hans and Miranda have been remarkabby swccessfial at
rumning a business whille mmaining true to thelr comvictions.
Die Hessenhiof 15 3 true planteman's nursery and although it
already attracts regular visitors from Belgium and Germany, it
deserves tobe better known beyomnd the Dutch border.

USEFUL INFORMATION

ACERESS Maekert) De Hessenhof, Hessermeg 41,
718 TC Ede, the Netherlands

TEL +31 (0)3L8 G733 WEHSTTE wwew. hessenhol nl
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of nurseryman
Hans Kramer’s
favourite plants

1 Actasa cordifola 'Blickfang'

“The forgotten Chmicfuge” says

Hare of this robust obd Garman varfety,
which reaches 2 5mhigh even on

D= Hessenhof's sandy soil.

2 Heenlum 'LoysderWieck'
A curious formm of a populer late- surmmer

parernialwhose name meaans ‘Loysder
townwindmil ftthrives on makst,
fertile zol=. Groas to 90cmitall.

3 Verbena stricta

Related to the better-known ¥ bonarensls
this Is alsoalate summer flowering,
surHioving and drought-tolerant short-
Ived perennial. Grows to 90cmitall.

4 Alum senescans X nutans

Ore of severdl allums flowering from
Auguet to Sephember that Hams s
workdng on. This strain has good folage
and I= r=liable over many years. Grows
30-60cmitall.

5 Agapanthus Yignon”

A usaful shorter agapanthus for later
summer colour, flowsaring from July to
August. Heyght up 10 50cmtall

& A ster thomsony
Flowering from mid-summer to
rmid-autumn, this Hmalayan- ongin aster
1= avery good do-er, although itdoes need

re-propegating by dvision every fes years.

Grows to'90zm high.

7 Slenerega ‘Praire Fire'
Spactacular flowers Inearly summer.
Best grown among other planis 1o hide
awky sterms. Grows to E0om tall.

& Solfdago ‘Loysder Crown'

Grown originaly asa cut fiower, thisis
agood garden cultivar popularonthe
rurseny —nor-running and tidy after

florwering, Grows tol 2mtal.
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